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Student Living

Tolent was formed in 1983 and has
become one of the largest construction
companies in the North East.
Our expansion has seen us grow into
a truly national company operating
throughout the UK.
Our ability to achieve sustainable,
profitable growth across our business
demonstrates our capability to
successfully manage a wide range
of construction projects, which have
ranged in size from £1m – £85m+.
In numbers

£3bn+ Project portfolio
500+ In-house staff
70%+ Turnover from repeat business
Built on Commitment

Commitment to bringing your vision
to life, commitment to our people and
commitment to seeing the job through,
every time.
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Tolent has completed 3,000+ student
apartments to date in major university cities
across the UK including Leeds, York, Leicester,
Newcastle, Liverpool, Manchester and
London.
The requirement to house students close to
centres of learning has meant projects are
regularly situated in city centres, on restricted
brownfield sites.
Our experience has enabled us to develop
effective working methods to ensure that all
of our projects, irrespective of location or site
challenges, can be completed in accordance
with all contract deliverables.
For example, a number of our recent student
accommodation projects have utilised
modern methods of construction to provide
clients and projects with a range of benefits.
Both fully-modular and sectional buildings
offer significant advantages compared to
conventional buildings, including shorter
construction time; reduced site disruption;
consistent quality; financial savings; and
flexibility of use.
This has led to Tolent adopting various
modern methods of construction in
our projects, including bathroom pods,
which have proven invaluable to student
accommodation projects and realised
programme saving benefits without
compromising on the quality of the end
product.

In numbers

3,000+ student apartments
100+ higher education projects
35+ years in student living

The Edge

Experts in Student Living

Built on Commitment

The Edge
The Edge is the epitome of luxury student accommodation in the
heart of the city of Leeds, boasting high-specification student,
post-graduate and key worker apartments, with all the luxurious
extras of a boutique metropolitan hotel.

Client
Contract
Value
Location
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Parklane Properties
JCT 2011 Design & Build
£8.4m
Leeds

Student Living

The Edge was the
winner of the Best
Interior Design
Concept at the
Northern Design
Awards.

The development comprised 131nr high-standard
apartments over 8nr floors, with the entire building
covering 58,000 sq ft.
Regenerating a derelict part of the popular student
area, Burley Park, The Edge is ideally situated one
mile from both Leeds Beckett University and the
University of Leeds.
Students can choose from three apartment types:
Smart, Elegance, or Grande.
All apartments come with individual kitchens and
bedrooms with an en-suite bathroom, installed
through the use of bathroom pods.
The unique apartment building is aimed at a new
global middle class, offering residents unrivalled
facilities which include a private cinema, gym,
gaming zone, lounge area, pool room, study zones,
outdoor terraces with ping pong tables as well as
a 24-hour concierge service with complimentary
‘grab & go’ breakfast and around-the-clock coffee.

Bespoke furniture and fittings, all of
which are truly unique to the client. ↓

It was important to not just create a building for
students to live in, but to create the Iconinc brand
and integrate it’s core values into the building which
are instantly recognisable and associated with
high-specification accommodation. This has been
achieved through the use of striking wall graphics,
combined with modern design and bespoke
furniture and fittings, all of which are truly unique to
the client.

The Edge offers residents unrivalled
facilities which include a private gym. ↓

All apartments
come with
individual kitchens
and bedrooms
with an ensuite bathroom,
installed through
the use of
bathroom pods.
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Built on Commitment

The Summit
Offering stunning views across Leicester, The Summit sits on
a prominent corner site of a former hosiery factory, a stone’s
throw away from the city’s university campuses. The Summit
is a landmark structure and showcases some of the highest
specification student accommodation in Leicester.
Client
Contract
Value
Location

8

Megaclose
JCT 2011 Design & Build
£12.8m
Leicester

Student Living

The Summit was the Large
Residential Scheme of the
Year Award Winner and also
won the Pro Con Leicester
Property and Construction
Awards.

The development was designed to appeal to both
postgraduate and overseas students, with fullyfurnished apartments, including flat-screen TVs and
high-speed internet access as standard.
The Summit is a landmark structure
and showcases some of the highest
specification student accommodation in
Leicester. ↓

The 369nr individual apartments were split across
a 22-storey reinforced concrete tower, a four-storey
floor wing, which runs along Eastern Boulevard, and
a further four-storey wing which lies at the rear of
the development.
Each apartment incorporates kitchen facilities and
bathroom pods, with 107nr apartments in the lower
building and 252nr apartments in the tower.
Additionally, there is a basement on the corner of
Jarrom Street and Eastern Boulevard, on the bank of
the River Soar. The modern student accommodation
building was constructed using an in situ concrete
frame, and a two-storey lower block with provision
for 10nr studios; suitable for wheelchair users with
kitchens and bathroom fittings to suit the needs of
disabled residents.
A challenge was to create a design that
complimented the two-storey Victorian housing
behind The Summit and the larger-scale
development alongside Eastern Boulevard. This was
achieved by differentiating the lower rise extensions
with coloured panels, whilst the four-floor wing is
distinctive thanks to its roofline that ripples gently
along its length.
The architectural treatment to the façades varies to
achieve interest and to break down the elevations.
The use of curved façades adds dynamism and
reduces the apparent size. The building offers
a modern contrast, whilst complementing its
neighbouring context.
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Built on Commitment

The Ascent
The Ascent embodies contemporary design principles to create
a bespoke city centre development while complementing its
neighbouring historical context. The project comprised 196nr
individual, high-end student, postgraduate and key worker
apartments with 4nr apartments on the 10th floor altered to
create 2nr bespoke penthouse apartments.
Client
Contract
Value
Location
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Parklane Properties
JCT 2011 Design & Build
£14.7m
Liverpool

Student Living

Each of the state-of-the-art apartments is
provided with flat-screen TVs, king-size beds and
superfast broadband. Individual units consist of a
bedroom with en-suite bathroom and kitchen.
The ground floor comprised a spacious, openplan common room, residents’ laundry room,
bike store, reception and residents only gym.
The 12-storey building was constructed using a
hybrid concrete frame structure comprising precast and in-situ concrete elements.

Through proactive
dialogue with the
client and associated
designers, Tolent
was able to provide
c.£400k worth of
savings which were
adopted by the client.

Elevations were constructed with a steel framing
system and rain screen cladding that completed
the external façade.
The building’s substructure works comprise
foundations of 600mm diameter Continuous
Flight Auger (CFA) piles, pile caps and ground
beams.
The project’s city centre location coupled with
the extremely small site provided multiple
challenges as the building occupied almost all
of the site area, limiting manoeuvrability, storage
and overall logistics.
A tower crane was installed within the building
footprint situated within the building’s communal
areas, which supported the effective distribution
of materials throughout construction.
Several large, cantilever loading platforms
protruded from the building’s elevation
supporting material distribution, which was
moved to accommodate the changing demands
as the building grew in height. The use of
cantilever decks minimised manual handling
whilst alleviating the need for static decks, which
were not possible due to the lack of available
ground floor space.

Modern and open plan
communal spaces where
students had access to a
‘Grab n Go’ breakfast bar. �

11

Built on Commitment

Liberty Central
Situated on the centrally located Byron Street, Liberty Central
Newcastle boasts modern student accommodation close to
both Newcastle and Northumbria University. The development
consisted of a series of linked buildings comprising 445nr ensuite student bedrooms, spread over 120nr self-contained flats.
Client
Contract
Value
Location
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Victoria Hall
JCT 2011 Design & Build
£18.7m
Newcastle upon Tyne

Student Living

The timber-framed structures were constructed
from a podium structure, which spanned over a light
rail system (Tyne and Wear Metro).
The accommodation is of a high standard and
formed the benchmark for all current Victoria Hall
schemes.
The scope of works included the removal of the
existing tracks in a railway cutting, the construction
of a rail tunnel and podium and the reinstatement of
the railway and infrastructure.
The track came back into use and construction of
the accommodation commenced from podium level
with a footprint that extended onto the land either
side of the railway cutting.
Careful management and co-ordination of site
activities with both the client and the rail operator
were critical and it is to the credit of all concerned
that the construction operations were completed
safely.
The units were fully serviced including electronic
door entry system, laundrette, reception area, Sky
TV and a full CCTV security system. The turn-key
solution included the fit-out of furniture, fixtures and
fittings ensuring students were able to move in and
use all facilities upon handover.

Careful management and
co-ordination of site activities
with both the client and the rail
operator were critical and it is
to the credit of all concerned
that the construction operations
were completed safely.
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Built on Commitment

Apollo Works
The Apollo Works is a modern and stylish, purpose-built student
accommodation building, located on Alma Street, just a short
walk from the main Coventry University campus and city centre.

Client
Contract
Value
Location
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Victoria Halls
JCT 2011 Design & Build
£10.4m
Coventry

Student Living

The elevations are
interspersed with storeyheight powder-coated
windows and metal
panels. Three rear wings,
perpendicular to Alma Street,
resulted in the creation of a
series of rear courtyards that
provided communal amenity
space for the students.

The project comprised the design and construction
of 407nr apartments, typically arranged in groups
of four and five bedrooms, coupled with shared
kitchen and living room, as well as a number of selfcontained studios.
The building achieved a BREEAM ‘Very Good’
standard and the accommodation included WiFi,
kitchen equipment and Sky TV.

A mix of brick and render forms, the
predominant external materials
reflected the dominant materials mix
in the area and complemented the
building’s neighbouring context. ↓

The building provided a continuous frontage along
Alma Street. Initial buildings are 3-storey then
progressing through 4-storey to 5-storeys at the
corner where Alma Street meets Hood Street.
A mix of brick and render forms, the predominant
external materials reflected the dominant materials
mix in the area and complemented the building’s
neighbouring context.
The elevations are interspersed with storey-height
powder-coated windows and metal panels. Three
rear wings, perpendicular to Alma Street, resulted
in the creation of a series of rear courtyards that
provided communal amenity space for the students.
The layout of the buildings was designed to ensure
that the privacy of adjoining residents is protected.
Single vehicular access into the development was
created with four staff parking spaces next to the
management office.
The project was of traditional construction with
piled foundations, load-bearing masonry envelope
and precast concrete floor slabs. All rooms are
fully serviced including data and broadband
connections with heating provided by electric panel
heaters and hot water through a CHP boiler plant.
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Built on Commitment

Grays Wharf
Ideally situated in the centre of York, just 10 minutes from York
St John University amid the mini-metropolis of York city centre,
Grays Wharf offers students stylishly designed, luxury studios.
The seven-storey development houses 223nr studios and
associated communal areas which included a study area and
bike storage.
Client
Contract
Value
Location
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S Harrison Developments
JCT 2011 Design & Build
£6.8m
York

Student Living

The building was constructed on CFA piles with
an in situ concrete frame and finished with a
masonry envelope.
All materials were offloaded from the adjacent
highway as there was no plant access to the
other three sides. The ground floor was raised
above the recommended flood level with a void
beneath the ground floor acting as attenuation
during times of flooding.

Tolent worked in collaboration
with the client to engage and
appoint a piling specialist who
removed and replaced the
faulty sheet piles successfully
with no impact on the planned
programmes.

The site was a former bus depot and as
a consequence the ground was heavily
contaminated with localised hot spots.
Tolent employed specialist environmental
consultants to identify the hotspots and assist in
managing the removal of contaminated areas
from site, without risk of contaminating the
adjacent waterway.
The multi-storey project was situated just metres
away from the canal. Sheet piling was provided
under an enabling package, however, upon
commencement of substructure works the piling
was found to be faulty and began to fail.
To mitigate this, Tolent worked in collaboration
with the client to engage and appoint a piling
specialist who removed and replaced the faulty
sheet piles whilst works to the new building’s
substructures and superstructures took place.
Access was heavily restricted to the area which
required piling as works to the main building
had already commenced. Tolent worked with
the piling specialists to configure a solution to
remove and replace piles from a floating pontoon
situated in the canal.
Pontoons were lifted into the water via our onsite tower crane, then propelled into the working
location using towboats. ‘Spud legs’ (metal poles)
were forced downwards into the bed of the
waterway, as a means of anchoring, to prevent
general movement and drifting of the floating
work platforms. Through this method the sheet
piles were removed and replaced successfully
with no impact on the programme.
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Built on Commitment

Metrovick House
The project transformed an under-utilised 1930s office block
into 63nr high-specification, self-contained student apartments,
whilst providing a striking retail unit on the ground floor in the
heart of Newcastle City Centre.

Client
Contract
Value
Location
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S Harrison Development
JCT 2011 Design & Build
£2.4m
Newcastle upon Tyne

Student Living

“This is an iconic building
that’s been empty for a
number of years, so it’s
really rewarding to see it
coming back to life and
providing quality student
accommodation for
Newcastle’s two popular
Universities, and we are
confident that there will
be plenty of interest in the
development’s commercial
unit.”
S Harrison Developments Limited

Metrovick House is an iconic building on the corner
where two of Newcastle’s most vibrant streets, John
Dobson Street and Ridley Place, meet. The modern
accommodation communal facilities include a
state-of-the-art gym, residents’ TV lounge, cosy
reading room and laundry room.
Tolent is well-versed in working in busy city centre
locations and this project was no exception;
with several challenges, including a significant
pedestrian presence around the site, due to its
vicinity (under 100m) to one of the UK’s largest retail
streets outside of London, Northumberland Street.
Site access for deliveries required careful planning
to avoid adding to already congested areas during
peak periods.
The conversion was completed against challenging
time frames with works including asbestos surveys
and removal; soft strip and demolition; concrete
frame repairs; new lift installations; refurbishment of
existing windows; installation of secondary glazing;
refurbishment of existing roof; facade clean; new
partitions and suspended ceilings; new flooring;
installation of bathroom pods and; mechanical and
electrical installations and commissioning.
Tolent opted to utilise bathroom pod technology
which involved the off-site manufacture of
bathrooms under factory-controlled conditions.
However, as a refurbishment project, Metrovick
House offered a range of additional challenges
not encountered on large, multi-storey, new build
projects where bathroom pods are most prevalent.
To overcome this issue we utilised sectional pods
that were delivered in a panelled format, which
supported their distribution through the restricted
building by hand. Once in place, the pods were
installed and connected to services, removing a
number of trades on-site.
The use of bathroom pods has been proven to
increase speed of delivery, whilst improving quality
through a tried and tested construction method
and increased standardisation; a key priority on this
high-specification accommodation project.
In total, Tolent installed 63nr sectional bathroom
pods into the building. In addition to the construction
benefits, the apartments also benefited from ease
of maintenance as they are easy to keep clean,
with anti-bacterial and anti-fungal wall finishes, in
addition to their robust and durable design. The
result was a stylish and efficient final product with
the best available lifecycle and performance.
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Built on Commitment

Kingsmill Studios
Kingsmill Studios is ideally situated on Kingsmill Lane close to
the University of Huddersfield and the city centre with river views
that would be more at home in a boutique hotel than a student
residence.

Client
Contract
Value
Location
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AQH Micklegate
JCT 2011 Design & Build
£4.5m
Huddersfield

Student Living

98nr bathroom pods were
progressively installed on each
floor and were installed in a day
once they were delivered to the
site, allowing for the building to
become weather tight very quickly
following their rapid installation.
The bathroom pods subsequently
saved programme time, reduced
material handling, reduced
wastage and increased quality.
The use of pods subsequently
eliminated at least six different
trades on site and reduced the
construction time for the bathrooms
to just two hours for the service
connections, a significant time
saving.

The project consisted of the design and build
of the sophisticated, high-specification student
living accommodation, including the fit-out to
provide the fully-furnished 98nr bed development
comprising of 90 self-contained studios and 4
two-bed apartments. Each apartment comes with
a fully-fitted kitchen, bedroom and study area with
a flat-screen TV in every room. The development is
complete with a spacious shared living area, gym,
cinema room, study room, management suite and
laundry room.
Kingsmill Studios is a timber frame building with
stone cladding, constructed on a vibro-piled site
with traditional concrete footings. The development
was a combination of three and four-storey
buildings alongside the River Colne and clad in local
stone.
The timber frameworks were efficiently completed
in 20 weeks which enabled Tolent to meet the
stringent dates to allow the new student intake to
take possession for the new term.
One of the benefits of using timber frame on this
project was that it enabled the building to achieve
a watertight structure much earlier, making the
development less weather dependent. Using the
timber frame on this project was c.30% quicker than
if we had used traditional methods of construction
as the brickwork was removed from the critical path
which enabled works to proceed internally sooner
with a reduced drying out time.
Tolent completed the full fit-out of Kingsmill
Studios, delivering the modern apartments in
line with the Empiric Student Property’s (ESP)
standard specifications. The development was
characterised by its high-quality design and leading
student housing amenities and stylish and durable
fixtures and fittings. Combining Huddersfield’s
rich architectural heritage with practical and
contemporary facilities to suit the vibrant student
population, Kingsmill Studios pays homage to the
city’s industrial past, with materials and a style that
is reflective of the buildings neighbouring context.

� Each apartment comes with a fully-fitted
kitchen, bedroom and study area with a
flat-screen TV in every room.

98nr prefabricated bathroom pods were installed
to provide the student accommodation with high
specification, factory-built en suite shower rooms.
The timber-framed structure was engineered
to create a recess in the cassette floor for the
installation of the bathroom pods. This solution
allowed for the efficient installation application of
the bathroom pods to work within a timber frame,
whilst ensuring level access floors.
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Discover More
tolent.co.uk

Discover more from our
student living portfolio
on our website and
get updates on our live
projects on social media.
We’re happy to provide
more information on our
projects on request.

Tolent is well underway
with a new £9.5m student
accommodation scheme on
Burley Street in Leeds city centre
for client Burley Place Ltd.
Smarter Student Life will provide
87 studio apartments across
eight floors with a cinema room,
gym and a Co-Op store sitting
underneath the building.

Modular Construction

Tolent understands that Modern Methods of
Construction are the future of the construction industry.
Off-site construction is a growing trend, with many
advantages of moving the building process away
from the physical site and into a controlled factory
environment.

Tolent has a vast amount of experience in
the supply and installation of bathroom pods
on multiple storey projects throughout the
UK, recently installing over 3,000 individual
bathroom pods in hotels, key-worker
apartments, student accommodation
among others.
Bathrooms are an ideal candidate for off-site
pre-fabrication being relatively compact and
self-contained units; from single one-piece
structures to luxurious bespoke bathroom
pods.

Although we understand the benefits of
using pre-fabricated pods, we have also
encountered several challenges. These
challenges led us to adapt our approach
to quality control and supplier selection to
ensure a high level of quality and finish.
Bathroom pods are fully functional, highquality bathrooms; the key difference being
that they are designed and built off-site,
rather than in situ on a traditional building
site as part of a construction project.
There are a range of benefits to their
application, including: programme
efficiencies and waste reduction. However,
one of the most highly-regarded benefits
of off-site manufacture is quality control, as
all units are assembled in factory controlled
conditions.

The Ascent

Tolent has adopted several innovative
methods that can be demonstrated on a
range of recent projects, including fullymodular houses, with plans to develop and
build fully-modular student apartments in
the near future. An example of a technique
used by Tolent is our use of bathroom pods.

Head Office /
General Construction

Ravensworth House
5th Avenue Business Park
Team Valley
Gateshead
Tyne & Wear
NE11 0HF
E: tyneside@tolent.co.uk
T: 0191 487 0505

General Construction / Housing

Innovation House (1st Floor)
Temple Point
Bullerthorpe Lane
Colton
Leeds
LS15 9JL
E: central@tolent.co.uk
T: 0113 232 1510
Asbestos

Housing

Derwent House
Lakeside Court
Fifth Avenue Business Park
Team Valley
Gateshead
Tyne & Wear
NE11 0NL
E: info@tolentliving.co.uk
T: 0333 101 2600
General Construction /
Civil Engineering

Cleveland House
Dukes Court
Teesside Industrial Estate
Thornaby
Stockton-on-Tees
TS17 9LR
E: teesside@tolent.co.uk
T: 01642 308 005
Asbestos

Site U
Thornley Station Industrial
Estate
Shotton Colliery
Durham
DH6 2QA
E: info@tolentsolutions.co.uk
T: 0333 101 3110

Discover More

tolent.co.uk

Unit 15 (2) B2
Springfield Mills
Bagley Lane
Farsley
Leeds
West Yorkshire
LS28 5LY
E: info@tolentsolutions.co.uk
T: 0333 101 3110

