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Education

Tolent was formed in 1983 and has
become one of the largest construction
companies in the North East.
Our expansion has seen us grow into
a truly national company operating
throughout the UK.
Our ability to achieve sustainable,
profitable growth across our business
demonstrates our capability to
successfully manage a wide range
of construction projects, which have
ranged in size from £1m – £85m+.
In numbers

£3bn+ Project portfolio
500+ In-house staff
70%+ Turnover from repeat business
Built on Commitment

Commitment to bringing your vision
to life, commitment to our people and
commitment to seeing the job through,
every time.
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Tolent has delivered life-changing schools,
community hubs and inclusive educational
spaces, where opportunity and education
lead the way to brighter futures for students.
Our education projects incorporate innovative
design to inspire and educate whilst adhering
to stringent specifications and standards on
every facet.
Our experience in the education sector spans
from school refurbishment projects under
£500k to large-scale new build projects,
which realise iconic educational buildings
designed to welcome 6,000+ individuals a
week.
With this diverse experience, we have
accumulated in-depth knowledge and
understanding of the design process required
to adhere to the stringent specifications of
the Education Funding Authority and faculty
requirements, including the acoustic design
and energy efficiency of the buildings.
From classrooms and lecture theatres to
state-of-the-art education suites and informal
interactive learning spaces, we work closely
with design teams to deliver future-proof
facilities and modular spaces which offer end
users flexible and modern environments to
accommodate future learning.

In numbers

£130m+ education projects
35+ years in the education sector

Beacon of Light, Sunderland

Experts in Educational Facilities

Built on Commitment

Beacon of Light
The first of its kind in the UK, Beacon of Light is Sunderland’s most
innovative sports and education facility built over five storeys;
occupying 4.75 hectares and designed as a cube-shaped
structure which illuminates the city skyline at night.

Client
Contract
Value
Location
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Beacon of Light
JCT 2011 Design & Build
£16.6m
Sunderland

Education

Ideally located adjacent to the Sunderland
Aquatic Centre and the Stadium of Light, Beacon
of Light is an iconic addition to the North East.
Inclusive and easily accessible, the facility
welcomes around 6,000 people a week and acts
as a community hub for everyone who wants to
take part in exciting programmes to improve their
lives and prospects.

In total, 62% of all subcontract packages were let to
organisations within 30 miles of the site, equating to
76% of the total subcontract spend.
Over £2m of the subcontractor, spend was in
Sunderland, under 1 mile from the site. This was a
significant achievement considering Beacon of Light
was a large scale project requiring specialist and
bespoke products and materials.

Beacon of Light has a strong focus on the
community which is emulated in the facilities,
which include a crèche to support Back to Work
and Occupational Training facilities which are
provided by local businesses, in addition to a
Health & Wellbeing Education Centre.
The facility features five storeys of sports halls,
football pitches, informal learning spaces and
state-of-the-art education suites, designed to
facilitate four interactive zones: Education; Health
& Wellbeing; Sport & Play; and World of Work.
These areas have been carefully designed to
deal with the region’s biggest challenges and
will create life-changing opportunities for local
people to re-energise the community. Beacon
of Light is also the final project of the wider
regeneration of the former Monkwearmouth
colliery site.
At ground floor level, the building accommodates
a large multi-use sports and performance hall,
adjacent to which sits a four-level teaching and
learning block, which equate to c.1/4 of the
build costs. Above this, and topping the entire
structure, is an indoor 4G football pitch.
The cubed structure comprised of a steel
frame structure with in situ concrete slabs to
the ground floors and pre-cast concrete slabs
the upper floors. Pre-cast concrete was utilised
for the stairs and joinery elements consisted of
a bespoke reception desk and none standard
doors throughout, with the internal walls
comprising mainly of stud partitions.

↑ These areas have been carefully designed to deal with the
region’s biggest challenges, and will create life-changing
opportunities for local people to re-energise the community.

At ground floor level, the building accommodates a
large multi-use sports and performance hall. ↓

The external walls comprised structural steel,
brickwork and the upper areas were clad with
transparent polycarbonate cladding; light from
within the structure seeps out of the building,
creating a highly visible beacon on the cityscape.
Siphonic drainage was designed and installed
to overcome any potential installation problems
which may have been difficult to solve using a
traditional gravity rainwater system.
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Built on Commitment

Newcastle City Library
Newcastle City Library formed part of the £40m Newcastle
Libraries Private Finance Initiative (PFI); one of the largest library
PFI projects undertaken in the UK.

Client
Contract
Value
Location
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Newcastle City Council
PFI Client Bespoke
£24m
Newcastle upon Tyne

Education

During the competitive tender, Tolent was required
to engage a design team as well as potential
funders to provide an end-to-end solution with
no capital outlay for the client. The design was
developed against the project brief at risk during the
tender stage with ongoing dialogue with the council
and project stakeholders.
Works consisted of the demolition of the existing
library and the design and build of a BREEAM ‘Very
Good’, six-storey public building.
The development featured several innovative
technologies, including the installation of unitised
glazing, unitised services, off-site manufacture
of plant rooms, automated book sorting system,
solar water heating, wastewater recycling, climatic
control, and a sophisticated building management
system.
The library has since become a civic landmark and
a community meeting place, accommodating a
range of facilities, including a cafe, crèche as well as
an abundance of public meeting, performance and
exhibition spaces.

Following visits to The British
Library during the detailed
design stage, Tolent came
to understand that the life
expectancy of collections are
significantly affected by the
environmental conditions in
which they are stored. Several
meetings were held and careful
planning was required to create
a flexible and adaptable area
for the Newcastle Collection.

Parts of the building’s façade were fully-glazed, with large glazed
panels which were required to be craned into position due to
their size. ↓

The building was constructed from a large steel
frame structure consisting of beams with support
columns. The north-eastern elevation, plinth and
stair cores were constructed from polished masonry
blockwork, solidly grounding the building from street
level to the 6th floor.
The building’s façade was a combination of curtain
walling, protected by aluminium louvres at a highlevel and metal rainscreen cladding. Parts of the
building’s façade were fully-glazed, with large
glazed panels which were required to be craned
into position due to their size.
Artist Kathryn Hodgkinson is credited for the artwork
that was printed onto the 52nr glass panels. The
unique concept featured local people’s answers
to abstract questions coupled with beautiful
illustrations inspired by the building’s context.
The drawings themselves were a combination of
photographs taken, archived images and handdrawn images and appeared like tapestries of text
and imagery together.
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Built on Commitment

Tyne Coast College
Tolent was responsible for the design and construction of Tyne
Coast College, a 19,644 sq ft flagship training centre on the
Coast Road campus in Wallsend which aims to address the skills
gap and boost the region’s construction sector by targeting key
training development.

Client
Contract
Value
Location
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Tyne Coast College
JCT 2016 Design & Build
£2.1m
Wallsend, Newcastle upon Tyne

Education

“I think Tyne Coast College is a really
good place to study, it offers
opportunities for all walks of life to
learn a trade. I would recommend
Tyne Coast College to anyone,
regardless of age of experience - it’s
first class.”
Antony Reed, Student at Tyne Coast College

Demand on the construction sector is growing and
is running hand in hand with a recognised gap in
skills, calling for an investment into facilities which
will boost the UK construction industry, now and in
the future.
Tolent was responsible for the design and
construction of the 19,644 sq ft flagship training
centre on the Coast Road campus in Wallsend
which aims to address the skills gap and boost the
region’s construction sector by targeting key training
development. The full and part-time programmes
include apprenticeships and other industry standard
qualifications to both school-leavers and adults.
The trades which are covered by the curriculum
include bricklaying, plastering, dry-lining, painting
and decorating, plumbing, joinery and electrical
engineering, including solar installation.
The facility accommodates classrooms, learning
hubs and demonstration areas, all with state-of-theart equipment and IT facilities as well as associated
external works including secure undercover cycle
parking.
The substructure of the building consisted of
strip and pad in situ foundations, with bolt jigs
cast into the concrete to designated locations
to accommodate the structural steel frame. The
building was constructed with in situ concrete
floor slab, with metal decking to the first floor, and
finished with a power float to create a feature
polished concrete finish throughout.
The materials used in the construction of the stand
alone two-storey centre comprised a complex
arrangement of various envelope treatments
including structural steel, cladding, masonry and
curtain walling to provide a broad spectrum of
material examples for the teachers and students.
Single ply membrane roofs were installed at two
different levels with associated mansafe systems,
serving the perimeter and facilitating maintenance.
Kingspan Longspan cladding panels were used to
form the envelope walls and was finished with flat
Kingspan cladding and VIEO cladding skin. Curtain
walling was installed to the main staircase as well
as on the south elevation of both floors to maximise
natural light, and open grate galvanised mesh was
installed to the external escape stair.

↑ Kingspan Longspan cladding panels were used to
form the envelope walls and was finished with flat
Kingspan cladding and VIEO cladding skin.

Photovoltaic panels were also installed on the
south elevation, with the orientation of the building
providing the optimum angle for the performance of
the panels.
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Built on Commitment

Percy Hedley Achievement Campus
The Percy Hedley Achievement Campus project encompassed
the design and build of a single-storey educational annex which
included: 12nr classrooms, kitchen, staffrooms, 4nr high-care
WCs with overhead hoists for disabled users, 10nr wheelchair
accessible bathrooms, speech therapy room and sensory room.
Client
Contract
Value
Location
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Percy Hedley Foundation
JCT 2011 Design & Build
£5.9m
Killingworth, Newcastle upon Tyne

Education

The project also included the design and build of
a 2-storey, state-of-the-art education building,
complete with hydrotherapy pool and residential
respite facility to facilitate the learning, well-being and
future life chances of children with additional needs.
The external works included the construction of a
car park with associated infrastructure, block-paved
footpaths, soft landscaping, external lighting and play
area, landscaped with artificial turf to create a safe
and suitable play-surface.
An acoustic fence was installed to the south car park
and steel fencing was provided to the perimeter of the
landscaped play area. New foul and surface water
drainage was installed to the campus and car park
which included surface water attenuation.

↑ Hydrotherapy pool which includes sensory lighting as well as
ancillary facilities to enable the Percy Hedley Foundation to offer
hydrotherapy treatments to disabled children and adults.

The scheme is associated with the Percy Hedley
Foundation’s existing sports centre and caters for
children from the ages of 6-18. The specialist pool,
which is located in a favourable position to provide
a stand-alone and highly valued facility to the
extended community, includes sensory lighting as
well as ancillary facilities to enable the Percy Hedley
Foundation to offer hydrotherapy treatments to
disabled children and adults.
All works, including associated external works,
landscaping and drainage, were completed to the
client’s original timescales.
Tolent was responsible for assembling and managing
a multi-disciplined team, with the design solution
being conceived as a result of several stakeholder
engagement sessions; from which a detailed design
brief was realised and subsequently delivered.

↑ The single-storey educational annex included 12nr
classrooms

Upon completion, the project was awarded The
Construction Excellence Award for Value which is
testament to our approach, positive relationship with
the Percy Hedley Foundation and to our ability to
deliver a project that exceeds expectations.
Through building a working relationship with the
client, we gained an in-depth understanding of
the client’s specialist requirements and budget
constraints, ensuring our ability to deliver the project
in-line the client’s expectations.
The outcome was that the campus provided clearlydefined and suitably sized circulation throughout the
school to service the highly flexible teaching spaces,
in accordance with Ofsted standards and BB98. By
keeping the client’s requirements and budget at the
forefront of the design, we ensured that the design
was practical as well as providing an aesthetic quality
to the building.

The campus provided
clearly defined and
suitably sized circulation
throughout the school to
service the highly flexible
teaching spaces, in
accordance with Ofsted
standards and BB98.
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Built on Commitment

University of Huddersfield
Tolent has fostered a long standing professional relationship with
University of Huddersfield having completed over £11m worth of
works to the facility over the last 15 years.

Client
Contract
Value
Location
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University of Huddersfield
Various
£11.2m
Huddersfield

Education

One of our projects on University of Huddersfield
comprised the design and build of a four storey
building which houses specialist facilities for
degree courses such as digital journalism,
performing arts, architectural technology and
interior design, multimedia design, construction
and digital arts practice.
The building incorporated performance rooms,
lecture facilities in addition to teaching and office
accommodation and changing rooms.
Acoustic screening was a major requirement of
the works and Tolent worked closely with the
relevant specialists to ensure the correct levels
were met.

↑ Refurbished Harold Wilson Reception building.

The building achieved a BREEAM rating of ‘Very
Good’. Where possible the reuse of materials
took place including the use of recycled stone
for the sub-structure of the building. Rainwater
harvesting and air source heat pumps were
utilised to help achieve the 10% renewable
energy target set.
In addition to the new build project, Tolent has
completed several refurbishment projects for the
University of Huddersfield.
The scope of our refurbishment works have
included internal and external refurbishments
of various departments and buildings on the
campus, including the Technology Building, the
whole of the Harold Wilson Reception building,
the University Library and the Estates and
Facilities Department.
The Estates and Facilities Department projects
consisted of converting the existing Music
Building on the Queensgate Campus to house
the Estates and Facilities Department. The multistorey building was extensively refurbished both
internally and externally to the great satisfaction
of the client.

↑ State-of-the art lecture theatre

Internally the building incorporated office
space for the Estates and Facilities Department,
the Health and Resource Department and
accommodated additional teaching space and
a state-of-the art lecture theatre. Although the
project was undertaken under a traditional form
of contract, Tolent helped with the mechanical
and electrical design to provide cost saving
solutions for the client.

↑ Refurbished University Library
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Built on Commitment

The Energy Academy
Based on the bank of the River Tyne in Wallsend, close to the
heart of the North East’s offshore and renewable energy hub,
The Energy Academy is a career-focused learning facility. With a
strong emphasis on practical and vocational renewable energy
projects, the facility help students harness specialist industry
knowledge and progress to further study or employment.
Client
Contract
Value
Location
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Shepherd Offshore
JCT Design & Build 2005
£1.9m
Wallsend, Newcastle upon Tyne

Education

The Energy Academy is a
career-focused learning
facility, with a strong
emphasis on practical and
vocational renewable energy
projects which help students
harness specialist industry
knowledge and progress to
further study or employment.

At the time of construction, the academy was the
first educational facility of its kind in the North East.
The academy was the result of a multi-partner,
cross-collaboration between Newcastle College,
local authorities, Sector Skills Councils and strategic
stakeholders in the sector and evolving industry.
The project at The Energy Academy encompassed
the design and construction of a specialist
education facility with teaching and ancillary
office accommodation, external works, drainage
and mains services. The facility comprised of
approximately 20,000 sq ft of internal teaching
space and office accommodation, together with
external hard standings and car park areas.
Internally the facility included: teachers’ lounge,
meeting rooms, reception area, offices and
classrooms equipped with benches and welding
bays, fabrication equipment, MMA, MIG and
TIG welding, plasma cutting and engineering
workshops. The college was also equipped for the
testing of 1KW turbines and solar panels as well as
Computer-Aided Design (CAD) facilities.
The project realised the conversion of a former cold
storage facility into a renewable skills academy
for Newcastle College, retaining and adapting the
existing primary steelwork and constructing new
twin skin cladding with ribbon glazing, new built
up-roof and internal mezzanine to accommodate
first-floor classrooms.

Renewable Energy Systems
Renewable energy systems were used in the
construction of The Energy Academy, including:
•
•

•

•

photovoltaics to generate solar energy;
rainwater harvesting to reduce water bills by
reducing mains water usage and to decrease
storm water runoff, thereby helping to reduce
local flooding;
heat recover units to recycle the energy in stale
air and transfer it to the new, fresh air, thereby
improving the overall air quality and
air source heat pumps to save carbon emissions
whilst heating the well-insulated building.
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Discover More

Built on Commitment

Discover more from our
education portfolio on our
website and get updates
on our live projects on
social media. We’re
happy to provide more
information on our projects
on request.

Tolent has carried out
several projects for
Outwood Academy,
including the refurbishment
of classrooms and facilities
within the existing Outwood
Academy campus in
Acklam which created
high-quality science and IT
classrooms as well as new
offices for staff. →

Outwood Academy
Easingwold (£2.5m):
Tolent rebuilt the sports
hall within the grounds
of the adacemy with
minimal disruption
to the school. The
facility compromised a
four-court facility with
changing areas and
the main entrance to
the building housed a
reception area. →

tolent.co.uk
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Education

Building to Education Design Standards

Tolent is well versed in the design and construction of
educational buildings which conform to educational design
standards and ensure the site, building, circulation areas and
recreational facilities are in conjunction with the project’s
schedule of accommodation, provided by the Department of
Education.
Curriculum Specific Criteria
On the Tyne Coast College project we incorporated specialist designs to facilitate the
installations that satisfied curriculum specific criteria which included electrical testing
and plumbing bays to reach specific grading targets for learners.

BREEAM & Education Design Standards

Tyne Coast College

Many of our education buildings have achieved BREEAM certification, including
‘Very Good’ for our refurbishment projects and ‘Excellent’ for our new build projects.
Throughout the design stage we considered any constraints when achieving these
certifications by carrying out a number of surveys and consultations with BREEAM
assessors to ensure that the certification would be achieved whist conforming to
education design standards.
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Head Office /
General Construction

Ravensworth House
5th Avenue Business Park
Team Valley
Gateshead
Tyne & Wear
NE11 0HF
E: tyneside@tolent.co.uk
T: 0191 487 0505

General Construction / Housing

Innovation House (1st Floor)
Temple Point
Bullerthorpe Lane
Colton
Leeds
LS15 9JL
E: central@tolent.co.uk
T: 0113 232 1510
Asbestos

Housing

Derwent House
Lakeside Court
Fifth Avenue Business Park
Team Valley
Gateshead
Tyne & Wear
NE11 0NL
E: info@tolentliving.co.uk
T: 0333 101 2600
General Construction /
Civil Engineering

Cleveland House
Dukes Court
Teesside Industrial Estate
Thornaby
Stockton-on-Tees
TS17 9LR
E: teesside@tolent.co.uk
T: 01642 308 005
Asbestos

Site U
Thornley Station Industrial
Estate
Shotton Colliery
Durham
DH6 2QA
E: info@tolentsolutions.co.uk
T: 0333 101 3110

Discover More

tolent.co.uk

Unit 15 (2) B2
Springfield Mills
Bagley Lane
Farsley
Leeds
West Yorkshire
LS28 5LY
E: info@tolentsolutions.co.uk
T: 0333 101 3110

